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St. John’s is a family of God’s beloved children, 

 joyfully walking in the truth of Jesus Christ 

  and being perfected in the Spirit of His love. 

1 John 3:1–2 | 3 John 4 | 1 John 4:12 
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St. John’s began as a congregation of German immigrants in search 

of a Lutheran Church in what was then rural Jefferson Township, 

Illinois. Because the nearest options were several miles away, either 

in Chicago or in Niles, these immigrants endeavored to establish a 

congregation of their own. By God’s grace on October 3, 1875, the 

Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s Church of Town Jefferson was 

constituted by 14 members. The following year, a school was 

established, which is still in operation today. Over the past 150 years, 

thousands more have become a part of the community of St. John’s 

Lutheran Church and School.  
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Divine Service, Festival Setting 
 

Pre-service Music How Firm a Foundation, P. Hurlbutt | Chancel Bells 

 Processional, G. F. Handel | Brass Ensemble 
  

Ringing of the Church bells. 
 

Stand and turn to face the processional cross. 
 

Processional Hymn 578 Thy Strong Word 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir 

Choir 
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5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 

Tune: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn Now We Come with Joy-filled Hearts 
 

 
Text: Karen Andrle Halter 

Tune: Mark Eggert and John Wellen 

Text and tune: © 1981 
 

Kyrie 
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This Is the Feast 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 

Interlude 
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 P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have promised to be with Your Church forever. We praise You for 

Your presence in this place of worship and ask Your ongoing blessing upon those who 

gather here. Dwell continually among us with Your holy Word and Sacraments, 

strengthen our fellowship in the bonds of love and peace, and increase our faithful 

witness to Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Exodus 15:11–13 
 

11“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? 

 Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 

 awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
12You stretched out your right hand; 

 the earth swallowed them. 
13“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 

 you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 84 
 

 

 

1How lovely is your | dwelling place,* 

 O | LORD of hosts! 
2My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the LORD;* 

 my heart and flesh sing for joy to the | living God. 
3Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, → 

where she may | lay her young,* 

 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King | and my God. 
4Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,* 

 ever sing- | ing your praise! 
5Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 

 in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 
6As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a | place of springs;* 

 the early rain also covers | it with pools. 
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7They go from | strength to strength;* 

 each one appears before God in | Zion. 
8O LORD God of hosts, | hear my prayer;* 

 give ear, O God of | Jacob! 
9Behold our shield, | O God;* 

 look on the face of your a- | nointed! 
10For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.* 

 I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God → 

 than dwell in the tents of | wickedness. 
11For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and | honor.* 

 No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly. 
12O | LORD of hosts,* 

 blessèd is the one who | trusts in you! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Epistle 1 John 4:7–21 
 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born 

of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is 

love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into 

the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so 

loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 
15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever 

abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17By this is love perfected with us, so 

that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this 

world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19We love because he first 

loved us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does 

not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21And this 

commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand and turn to face the Gospel procession. 
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Alleluia and Verse of the Day  952 Alleluia — II | Psalm 115:1 
 

Refrain 

 

 
 

Not to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name give glory, for the sake of your steadfast love 

and your faithfulness. 

Refrain 
 

Alleluia – II 

Text: Traditional 

Tune: Fintan O’Carroll , d. 1977 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 

 

Holy Gospel John 3:16–21 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
 

 
 

 16[Jesus said:] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the 

judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the 

light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked things hates the light 

and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what 

is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been carried out 

in God.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day O God of Love 
 

 
 

Congregation 

6 O God of love,  

 This church and this school, 

 We pray, dear Lord,  

 May serve as Your tool: 

 Grant loving hearts 

 To all those who teach; 

 With grace-filled words 

 Bless pastors who preach. 

Men 

7 O God of love, 

 May none Your Word spurn; 

 Give us glad hearts 

 To hear and to learn. 

 Your Supper feeds 

 Each sin-sickened soul; 

 We taste and see— 

 Your grace makes us whole! 

 

Choir 

Women 
Choir 
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Congregation 

D  8 O God of Love, 

 The Father and Son 

 And Holy Ghost— 

 The Three in the One— 

 All glory be, 

 Both now, as was then, 

 And evermore. 

 Amen and amen! 
 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955 

Tune and setting: Katrina Jurica, b. 1991 

Text: © 2024 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia 

Publishing House 

Tune and setting: © 2025 Katrina Jurica 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 
 

The universal symbol for love is a 

heart. The heart contains the 

hands of God the Father reaching 

down to encircle a person 

(representing a member of St. 

John’s Church). This person’s hands 

are outstretched, extending to 

show the love we have for other 

people which are gathered below 

the wings of the dove. The Holy 

Spirit (dove) is who works faith in 

our hearts to spread our love to 

others. Its wing becomes part of 

the PX, a Christian symbol for 

Christ, without whose death and 

resurrection we would not be 

forgiven for our sins. God’s great 

love for us should continue to be 

shared in celebration with those 

around us for the next 150 years. 

 

Artwork and commentary by Linda 

Galek. 
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Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 
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Offering  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah | Chancel Bells & Student Chimes 
 

The Offering is collected in the offering plates. Please assist our ushers by passing 

the offering plates down the pew and then returning them to the center aisle. You 

can also make a one-time or recurring gift through our online giving page by 

navigating to www.stjohnschicago.org/give, or by scanning the code to the right 

with your phone. 

 

 

 

A WORD CONCERNING HOLY COMMUNION 
  

In Holy Communion, we joyfully receive Christ’s body & blood for our forgiveness, life, and salvation. By 

partaking in this Sacrament, we also publicly confess our unity in Christ’s Body and a harmony of teaching and 

practice. For this reason, congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have promised to practice 

close communion.  

Because St. Paul admonishes those who commune to eat the bread and drink the cup in a 

worthy manner by discerning the body (1 Corinthians 11:27–29), communicants should 

not only perceive by faith the body and blood of Christ present in the bread and wine, 

but also the mystical body of Christ gathered around the altar. 

Those who have not been instructed in the Lutheran confession of the Christian faith are 

invited to further exploration in our adult catechumenate, which is the path that leads to fellowship at this 

altar. If you are not a member of a congregation in fellowship with our Synod, you are invited to kneel at the 

altar with your arms crossed over your chest to indicate your desire to receive a blessing. 

To prepare your heart to receive the Lord’s body and blood, you may also wish to review Luther’s “Christian 

Questions with Their Answers,” on pp. 329-330 in Lutheran Service Book, and refer to the “Before communing” 

prayer inside the front cover of LSB.  

For those who are sensitive to wine, the center cups in the tray are filled with a drop of wine diluted with water. 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 

all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and saying: 
 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You 

created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 

Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-

availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 

and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 

from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 

T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 
 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

Guests are asked to please read our “Word Concerning Holy Communion” above.  

Catechumens and those preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper may meditate on the 

texts of the Small Catechism found on p. 321–330 in Lutheran Service Book. 

The Lord’s Supper is distributed at the altar rail. Each table is dismissed with the 

following blessing: 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 

soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

 C Amen. 
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Distribution Hymn 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 
 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

Choir 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 

Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

  

Choir 

Choir 
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Distribution Hymn 644 The Church’s One Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt. 

Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Anthem Built on the Rock | Setting by Matthew Machemer 

Children’s Choir 
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Distribution Hymn 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001148 

Tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn 909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Stand 
 

Thank the Lord 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 
 

Benediction 
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Turn to face the processional cross. 
 

Hymn to Depart 677 For All the Saints 
 

 

 

 

 
Choir 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Please be seated for announcements and a meal prayer. 
 

Postlude Trumpet Tune, Giovanni Coperario | Brass Ensemble 
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