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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 30, 2026 

9 a.m. | 6 p.m. 

 

St. John’s is a family of God’s beloved children, 

 joyfully walking in the truth of Jesus Christ 

  and being perfected in the Spirit of His love. 

1 John 3:1–2 | 3 John 4 | 1 John 4:12 
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A NOTE TO GUESTS AND VISITORS 
  

Let us know you’re here! Please sign our guestbook near the entrance steps if this is 

your first time visiting or use our virtual guestbook at stjohnschicago.org/Guestbook or 

by scanning the code to the left. If you are a returning visitor, please sign our Record of 

Fellowship, found in the blue folder in the pews. 

The liturgy is printed in its entirety in this folder. Hymns can be found in our hymn 

book, Lutheran Service Book (LSB), located in the pew racks. 
  

 

FROM THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS 
  

Negative Statements 

Contrary False Doctrine about the Person of Christ 

We reject and condemn as contrary to God’s Word and our simple ‹pure› Christian faith all the following 

erroneous articles, if they are taught: 

16. Greater and more power is given to Christ ‹according to His humanity› than to all angels and other 

creatures; but He has no communion with God’s almighty power, nor has this been given to Him. 

Therefore, they make up a “middle power,” a power between God’s almighty power and the power of 

other creatures, given to Christ according to His humanity by the exaltation. This would be less than 

God’s almighty power and greater than that of other creatures. 
From "VIII. The Person of Christ [19, 35]" in The Formula of Concord, Epitome, Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Pocket Edition. © 2005, 

2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Source: https://bookofconcord.cph.org/en/formula-of-concord-epitome/viii_the_person_of_christ/ 

 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
  

Presiding Minister: Rev. Jacob Ehrhard 

 Senior Pastor, St. John’s – Chicago | pastor@stjohnschicago.org 

Music team: Mark Eggert, Director of Music 

 Katrina Jurica, Music Teacher 

 Aaron Doehring, Evening accompanist 
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Divine Service, Setting One 
 

Prelude  
 

Hymn of Invocation LSB 692 Praise to You and Adoration 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 
 

 
 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

 and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 
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Commit your way | to the LORD;* 

 trust in him, and | he will act. 

He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,* 

 and your justice as the | noonday. 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 

 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, → 

 over the man who carries out evil de- | vices! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

 and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption. 

Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 15:15–21 
 

15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I bear reproach. 16Your words were 

found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart, for I am called 

by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of revelers, nor did I rejoice; I sat alone, because your hand was upon 

me, for you had filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to 

be healed? Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail? 19Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not 

what is worthless, you shall be as my mouth. They shall turn to you, but you shall not turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall 

not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the LORD. 21I will deliver you 

out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 26 
 

 
 

1Vindicate me, O LORD, for I have walked in my in- | tegrity,* 

 and I have trusted in the LORD without | wavering. 
2Prove me, O LORD, and | try me;* 

 test my heart | and my mind. 
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3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes,* 

 and I walk in your | faithfulness. 
4I do not sit with men of | falsehood,* 

 nor do I consort with | hypocrites. 
5I hate the assembly of evil- | doers,* 

 and I will not sit with the | wicked. 
6I wash my hands in | innocence* 

 and go around your altar, | O LORD, 
7proclaiming thanksgiving | aloud,* 

 and telling all your | wondrous deeds. 
8O LORD, I love the habitation | of your house* 

 and the place where your | glory dwells. 
9Do not sweep my soul away with | sinners,* 

 nor my life with blood- | thirsty men, 
10in whose hands are evil de- | vices,* 

 and whose right hands are | full of bribes. 
11But as for me, I shall walk in my in- | tegrity;* 

 redeem me, and be gra- | cious to me. 
12My foot stands on | level ground;* 

 in the great assembly I will | bless the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Epistle Romans 12:9–21 
 

 9Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10Love one another with brotherly 

affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve 

the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of 

the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep 

with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly. Never be conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 

sight of all. 18If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge 

yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; 

for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 16:21–28 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter. 
 

 
 

 21From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And 

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen 

to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you 

are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will find it. 26For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a 

man give in return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his 

Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are 

some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day LSB 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
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Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

P Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 
 

Each petition concludes: 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The Prayer of the Church concludes: 
 

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him 

who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering   
 

The Offering is collected in the offering plates. Please assist our ushers by passing the offering 

plates down the pew and then returning them to the center aisle. You can also make a one-

time or recurring gift through our online giving page by navigating to 

www.stjohnschicago.org/give, or by scanning the code to the right with your phone. 
 

Please also make sure to sign our Record of Fellowship register in the pews so that we can 

keep accurate records of membership and attendance. If you are sharing a pew with other 

worshipers, please pass the folder down and take a moment to greet each other. 
 

 

 

A WORD CONCERNING HOLY COMMUNION 
  

In Holy Communion, we joyfully receive Christ’s body & blood for our forgiveness, life, and salvation. By 

partaking in this Sacrament, we also publicly confess our unity in Christ’s Body and a harmony of 

teaching and practice. For this reason, congregations of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have 

promised to practice close communion.  

Because St. Paul admonishes those who commune to eat the bread and drink the cup 

in a worthy manner by discerning the body (1 Corinthians 11:27–29), 

communicants should not only perceive by faith the body and blood of Christ 

present in the bread and wine, but also the mystical body of Christ gathered 

around the altar. 

Those who have not been instructed in the Lutheran confession of the Christian faith are invited to 

further exploration in our adult catechumenate, which is the path that leads to fellowship at this altar. 

If you are not a member of a congregation in fellowship with our Synod, you are invited to kneel at 

the altar with your arms crossed over your chest to indicate your desire to receive a blessing. 

To prepare your heart to receive the Lord’s body and blood, you may also wish to review Luther’s 

“Christian Questions with Their Answers,” on pp. 329-330 in Lutheran Service Book, and refer to the 

“Before communing” prayer inside the front cover of LSB.  

For those who are sensitive to wine, the center cups in the tray are filled with a drop of wine diluted 

with water. 
 

 

Stand 
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Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His 

fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto 

death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given 

us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created 

and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant 

joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His 

blood on the cross. 
 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as 

He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 

celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 

Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 

and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
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Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

Guests are asked to please read our “Word Concerning Holy Communion” above.  

Catechumens and those preparing to receive the Lord’s Supper may meditate on the texts of the Small Catechism 

found on p. 321–330 in Lutheran Service Book. 

The Lord’s Supper is distributed at the altar rail. Each table is dismissed with the following blessing: 
 

 P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

 C Amen. 
 

Distribution Hymns LSB 861 Christ Be My Leader 
 LSB 427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
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Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and 

in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Hymn to Depart LSB 718 Jesus, Lead Thou On | 9 a.m. 
 

Evening Hymn LSB 887 Now the Light Has Gone Away | 6 p.m. 
 



DAILY PRAYERS 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost | Proper 17A 

 

The order of Daily Prayer for Individuals and Families can be found in Lutheran Service Book, p. 294–298. Choose the order 

specific to the time of day for your devotions.  

Psalmody 

 Sun. Mon. Tue. Wed. Thu. Fri. Sat. 

Morning 103 5 42 89:1–18 97 51 104 

Evening 117; 139 84; 29 102; 133 1; 33 16; 62 142; 65 118; 111 

Daily Readings 

30 Aug. 1 Kings 12:20–13:5, 33–34 

  1 Kings 14:1–16:28 

 2 Cor. 8:1–24 

31 Aug. 1 Kings 16:29–17:24 

  2 Cor. 10:1–13:14 

 2 Cor. 9:1–15 

1 Sept. 1 Kings 18:1–19 

 Eph. 1:1–23 

2 Sept. 1 Kings 18:20–40 

 Eph. 2:1–22 

3 Sept. 1 Kings 19:1–21 

 1 Kings 20:1–22:53 

4 Sept. 2 Kings 2:1–18 

 Eph. 4:1–24 

5 Sept. 2 Kings 2:19–25; 4:1–7 

 Eph. 4:25–5:14 

Hymn of the Week 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 

Catechism Matthew 16:16–17 

Ages 0–7: Primary text 

Ages 7–12: Primary text 

Ages 12+: Primary text 

Preparing for Next Week  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost | Proper 18A 

Setting: Divine Service, Setting 1 

Psalm: 32:1–7 

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7–9 

Epistle: Romans 13:1–10 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1–20 

Hymn of the Day: 820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

Additional Hymns: 902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

643 Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

Evening Hymn: 888 O Gladsome Light, O Grace 

 

 

 

 

 



 PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Those who mourn the death of 

Peter Thompson Moles 

 

Sick, suffering, hospitalized, those in need 

Terry – recovering from surgery 

Jacqueline – intense pain 

Ruth D. – heart & lung issues 

Rich – Auto Immune Disease 

Anita Roderich – hospice 

Rosalie, heart failure 

Kent Faust - homebound 

Don - dementia 

 

Chronic illness 

Peggy Banks – bladder cancer 

Tom – colon cancer 

Connor – brain cancer 

Mary Slattery - cancer 

Leonard – cancer 

Gage – cancer 

Kathie - cancer 

Vincent – pancreatic cancer 

Lisa – breast cancer 

K.D.D. – bone cancer 

Joe Scifo - cancer 

Roger Burhite - cancer 

Becky – lung cancer 

Janet C. – cancer setback 

Janet S. – incurable cancer 

Liz N. - cancer 

Tamara Hoppe - cancer 

Joseph E. Amante – blood cancer 

Maritza Cortese - cancer 

Rev. Ryan Beffrey - cancer 

Lori M – lung cancer 

Cheryl K. – breast cancer 

Liz - cancer has returned 

Kathy – shingles 

Kristin Warnock, Anne King – MS 

Mike, Carol Runge, Cathy: Parkinsons 

 

 

 

Expectant Mothers 

Stephanie Kurash – October 

 

Teachers at St. John’s School 

Pastor Ehrhard – Religion 

 

School Families to Pray for 

Andrade Family 

Kafer Family 

Rossi Family 

  

Praise and Thanksgiving 

  St. John’s school began its 150th year of sharing the  

    word of God with 165 students and their families. 

 

Schools, Colleges, Universities, & Seminaries of our Synod 

St. John’s Lutheran School 

Stirred to Love Partner – Immanuel, Batavia 

Walther Academy 

Concordia Universities 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

Concordia Seminary, Fort Wayne 

 

Synod, District, and Circuit 

Matthew Harrison – Synod President 

Allan Buss – District President 

Henry Biar – Circuit Visitor 

 

Civic Servants 

Donald Trump – U.S. President 

Jay Pritzker – Illinois Governor 

Brandon Johnson – Chicago Mayor 

James Gardiner – Ward 45th Alderman 

Tammy Duckworth – Illinois Senator 

Dick Durbin – Illinois Senator 

Mike Quigley – U.S. Representative 

Judges and magistrates 

Police, firefighters, first responders 

Military – Andrew Klein, Joel Reyes, John Zion 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Calendar 

Sunday August 30 

 

9:00am 

1:00pm 

2:30pm 

6:00pm 

Divine Worship 

HSP Admissions Prep Course 

Gym Rental - Ordiales 

Divine Worship 

Monday August 31  6:00pm Men’s Basketball 

Tuesday September 1 8:00am 4th-8th Grade Children’s Choir 

Wednesday September 2 8:45am 

3:30am 

Children’s Chapel 

Children Handbells 

Thursday September 3 8:00am 4th-8th Grade Children’s Choir 

Friday September 4 8:30am 

3:30pm 

HSP Devotions 

Lego Robotics 

Saturday September 5    

Sunday September 6 

 

9:00am 

6:00pm 

Divine Worship 

Divine Worship 
 

News 

Thought Of The Week.. If you have the chance to make people happy, do it. Sometimes 

people are struggling silently. Maybe your act of kindness can make their day. 

The School's 150th Anniversary.. Come celebrate with us on Sunday, October 11, 

2026.  The day's information and how to make a reservation for the banquet are 

available in the Narthex.  If you want, please look for the blue invitations in a basket 

announcing, "St. John's Lutheran School 150th Anniversary Celebration" and take one 

for yourself and your family.  It promises to be a grand reunion, and hopefully you will 

be there.  We thank the Lord for this occasion.   

For Several Years.. we have been updating our altar paraments with 

matching sets designed especially for St. John's by Ecclesiastical 

Sewing, a Lutheran seamstress and vestment house. Our violet set for 

Lent is the next that needs replacing. The total cost including design, 

materials, labor, and shipping will be around $6,000. These cloths are 

designed to last a generation or more. Please consider contributing 

today.  

 



Taste Of Polonia..  will take place at the Copernicus Center located at 5216 W. Lawrence, 

Friday, September 4th through September 7th. The Copernicus Foundation is excited to 

host the largest Polish festival in the USA! This four-day event you will enjoy a true 

cultural experience that includes nonstop live music, dance performances, authentic 

Polish food and beer, exhibitions, local merchants, a kid’s stage and so much more! Visit 

their web page at www.topchicago.org for more information.  

School News.. We are kicking off our first fundraiser of the year! Students will be selling 

World’s Finest Chocolate bars for $2.00 each. If you don’t see a student in church, feel 

free to visit the office during the week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING YOU IN TODAY’S WORSHIP.. 

Preacher:     Pastor Jacob Ehrhard (9:00am & 6:00pm)  

Organist:     Mark Eggert (9:00am)  

The Altar Guild:  Linda Byall 

Worship Assistant:                            (9:00am) 

                           Timothy Eischen (6:00pm) 

The Trustee:   

Sunday, August 23, 2026 

9:00 a.m. 42 

6:00 p.m. 18 

Our Weekly Attendance 

in the Lord’s House 
 

http://www.topchicago.org/

